
NURSERY LONG TERM OVERVIEW FOR LITERACY 
 

These statements show the typical level of development in Literacy for nursery children.  The statements are benchmarked to enable teachers to assess the 
rate of learning and development and to plan next steps.  They will also enable staff to track children’s progress towards the end of year requirements.  
Throughout the year children will develop their learning through a mix of child-led and directed play activities. Much of this will be done through ‘The 
Message Centre’ and ‘Adventure Island’ ethos of early mark-making.  Included in this overview are the Physical Development statements (Gross/Fine motor 
skills) as well as documents that show progressive stages of development for pencil grip and writing. 
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AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 
AUT 1: IT’S GOOD TO BE ME SPRING 1:  WHAT SHALL I WEAR? SUMMER 1: WHAT’S GROWING? 

Drawing a face – using circles 
My Family – ascribing meanings to marks, talking 
about who lives in my house. 
The Three Pigs – Draw a story map – early story 
sequencing. 
Elmer – exploring lines and patterns and story 
sequencing. 
Owl Babies – Using text to talk about feelings. 
Draw own picture of the Owl Babies – ascribe 
meanings to marks. 
Autumn – poems and rhymes 
Autumn Walk – drawing/ 

The Gingerbread Man – repeated refrains. 
Letter/message from the Gingerbread Man, recipe 
instructions, simple story sequencing. 
Polar Bear, Polar Bear what do you hear? – link to 
phase 1 phonics – animal sounds. 
Winter – naming and labelling clothing. 
Winter Wonderland – who’s hiding in the snow? 
Messages in the snow and ice. 
Chinese New Year – stories from other cultures. 
Kite-Flying – link to Chinese culture/families and 
writing instructions for making a kite. 
Chinese Restaurant Role play – writing menus/orders 

Jack and the Beanstalk – repeated refrains and 
simple story sequencing. Characters and settings. 
Draw story maps 
Jasper’s Beanstalk – making links with other texts. 
Sequence story and write instructions for how to 
grow a beanstalk. 
Message Centre/Adv Island: the giant/castles etc. 
Descriptions of castles and characters. 
There’s a Dragon in my book – interactive reading. 
Treasure Hunts – what can you find in the garden? 
Fairies – letters and messages from the 
garden/Adventure Island occupants. 

AUT 2: BLAST OFF! SPRING 2: SPRINGTIME AT THE FARM/PETS SUMMER 2: LET’S GO WILD 
Peace at Last – link to phase 1 phonics – aspect 1: 
environmental sounds 
Can’t you Sleep Little Bear – Encourage mark-making 
in a dark den using torches/uv pens. 
Poetry Week:  Nursery Rhyme focus.   
There’s an Alien in my Book – Interactive book to 
encourage reading and participation with the book 
including learning to turn pages correctly. 
Space Poems – rhyming 
Message Centre/Adv Island: messages to and from 
aliens from space. 
Christmas – write a letter to Santa 
Christmas Cards – name writing 

The Enormous Turnip – repeated refrains and simple 
story sequencing. 
Farmer Duck – using text to understand and talk 
about feelings and being fair. 
Link to phonics: animal sounds (farm animals) 
Dear Zoo – repeated refrains and simple story 
language.  Use of descriptive words to describe 
animals. 
What the Ladybird Heard – using the text to look at 
characters and maps. 
Making own maps of the area and labelling them. 
Poetry Week – oi dog   - rhyming words and games. 
Vet role play – writing appointments/medicines etc. 

Peely Wally – Interactive book encouraging children 
to trace the lines where the egg travels and turn 
pages. 
Sequence the story – which jungle animal does the 
egg go to next...? 
Alliteration – Colin Crocodile, Mavis Monkey etc. 
Animal Boogie – poetry week 
Rhymes linked to jungle animals. 
Naming and labelling jungle animals – broadening 
vocabulary. 
Dinosaur Roar – using descriptive words to describe 
the different dinosaurs. 
Adventure Island – Dinosaur dens/messages. 

Messy mark-making/finger gym activities in continuous provision provide daily opportunities for developing fine and gross motor skills. 
Squiggle While You Wiggle – Twice weekly gross motor movement to support pre-writing skills 

Dough Disco – Twice weekly to strengthen fine motor/finger muscles to help with pencil grip and brain connections. 
 


